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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: 


PLACE: 


Xuan Thuy, Chief of North Vietnamese Delegation 
Vo Van Sung, North Vietnamese Delegate General 
in Paris 

Phan Hien, Member of North Vietnamese Delegation 

North Vietnamese Interpreter 

One Other North Vietnamese Official 

Henry A, Kissinger, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
Major General Vernon Walters, Defense Attache 
W, Richard Smyser, NSC Staff 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff 

North Vietnamese Residence in Paris, 1 3 Rue Darthe 


DATE L TIME: August 16, 1971; 11:30 a.m. - 4:05 p.m. 
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Dr. Kissinger: Mr. Minister, since our last meeting, we have m y 
your nine pJhTts, our seven points, and we have produced eight points which 
seem to us to offer a basis for a statement of principles. Our proposal is 
to agree on a statement of principles and to submit it to the * 

groups to work out the details. We have taken some of your formulations, 
some of Madame Binh's formulations, and some of ours. I will now read 

you our points* 

(Dr. ^Linger reads the statement from a prepared text. During point 
three Dr. Kissinger interrupts the North Vietnamese translator by mi 
and says: "If the Minister understands what I am talking about, I am at 

disadvantage* ") 

" 1. The withdrawal of all U. S. forces and other for eign forcea ailied with 
the government of South Vietnam will be completed by August 1. 197 ’ 
provided that the final agreement based on the prmcip es » 
is signed by November 1, 1971. The terminal cate lor u. , 

withdrawal will be advanced if the agreement is signed earlier and wi 
no event be later than nine months after the agreement is signed., 

2 The release of all military men and innocent civilians captured through-,, 
out I T nd e och^ a ^n bV carried Jut in parallel with the troop . ' ™***™£ 
mentioned in Point 1. Both sides will present a complete list of mill y 
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men and innocent civilians held throughout Indochina on the day the final 
agreement is signed. The release of these prisoners will begin on the same 
day as the withdrawals mentioned in Point 1 and will end on the day such with 
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7 There will be international supervision of the military aspects of this 
agreement including the ceasefire and its provisions, the release of 
prisoners of war and innocent civilians, and the withdrawal of outside force.' 

{ TnrlorVil na. 
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U.S. forces, ground forces, naval forces, air forces, marine forces, 
military advisers, military personnel, technical personnel, war material, 
militar^kases, all should be withdrawn, without any exceptions and with- 
out any^her vat ions* 

So this question of leaving behind military advisers was orally rasied by yoi 
in the last meeting* Nowin these eight points the question is not raised. 
Does it mean that you have given up this question? 

Now with regard to point two, prisoners of war, we have prepared a formu- 
lation for this question* 
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Dr. Kissinger: A new one? 

Xuan Thuy: We have based ourselves on your views, and on ours. 

We have prepared the following formulation. 

. h military personnel and captured civilians captured 
"The release of captured mal YP^ ^ the troop withdrawal men- 

during the war will begin on ^ table> and will be completed on 

tioned above, according g ^ j above. The two sides 

the same day with the o/mTlftaTy personnel and civilians captured 

will produce the complete lists ot military v 

during the war on the day an agreement is signed. 

Xuan Thuy: At Kleber. 



